
Blogging For 
Authors and 

Writers Webinar
with Joanna Penn

Welcome! I received 97 questions for 
today’s call. I will try to address them so 
this session will be fast & furious! There 

will be a link to the slides at the end of the 
call + special offers valid today only :)

Tuesday, 20 September 2011



http://simonandschuster.biz/author-resources/tips-for-promoting-your-books

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/02/22/
publisher-simon-schuster-says-authors-
should-blog-and-social-network/

The big boys are doing it...
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http://www.rachellegardner.com/2009/06/the-dreaded-author-platform/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/soyrosa/2885044057/

How do these people decide 
what to read? 

How do they find your book? 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pamhule/5574080195/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/sheeshoo/68563737/

“A blog is a 
website with 
special 
powers” 
Yaro Starak, 6 figure professional blogger 
Entrepreneur’s Journey.com 

“A blog is a loyalty 
generator” 

Chris Garrett, ChrisG.com, co-author of Problogger, the book. 
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Pages are 
more static, 

like a 
traditional 
website
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Posts are the regular 
update articles/ 
podcasts / videos

Each one is another 
“page” on Google
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/protoflux/
2287499188/

Keep people 
coming back

KNOW
LIKE

TRUST
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Connection to 
other writers 
and bloggers

Bloggers are a 
powerful 

community

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/
3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg 
Tuesday, 20 September 2011

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg


10
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2011/02/09/content-marketing-for-authors-and-writers/
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http://paulocoelhoblog.com/

http://journal.neilgaiman.com/

http://www.tessgerritsen.com/blog/

Blogging for readers vs 
writers

* Relate to your books and 
subject e.g. inspirations
http://joannapenn.com/my-
oxford/
Also relevant to unpublished 
e.g. Victorian London as you 
research => steampunk book 
later 

* Personality blogging - 
personal information (you draw 
the line) 

* Giveaways, book excerpts, 
anything that readers would 
enjoy - NOT/ publishing, 
marketing experiments, etc :) 
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1 or multiple blogs - brand? time? effort? 

Authors, writers, small business people, entrepreneurs

Fans of my fiction and me personally 

Fans of thriller books + publishers + agents + big name authors  

Tuesday, 20 September 2011



Get started creating content. 
You can change your theme later. 
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Does the 
reader 
recognise 
themself in 
your site? Or 
your books? 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/
mikepd/2240579348/

• How To posts 
• List article 
• Opinion post 
• Video post 
• Podcast/ audio interview 
• Text based interview 
• Product or book review 
• Lessons learned post 
• Report on an event or 
seminar 
• Original writing e.g. Short 
story 
• Your own press releases and 
book promotion! 
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• Video search is growing and you 
want to be found 

• Google voice recognition and auto-
captioning means search will soon be 
even better 

• Drives traffic to your main site, or 
can be the basis of the site – like 
Gary Vaynerchuk 

• Demographics may surprise you – 
not just teens. My YouTube viewers 
are aged 45-64 
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http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2011/02/15/how-it-
feels-to-have-your-book-out-there-in-the-world/

Personal sharing of the journey. 
Remember know, like, trust. 

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2011/04/04/
self-publishers-companion-joel-friedlander/

Interviews with people. 
Content, relationship building and 
incoming links

http://mysterythriller.tv/

Video book reviews for my own niche. 
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Relationship Building 
with Authors, Bloggers, 
Marketers and others 
in your niche 

Relationship Building 
with your audience 
(they hear your voice)  

Incoming Links from 
other sites 

Viral effect of referrals/ 
word-of-mouth 

Learning and Fun!
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Engagement with 
audience. 

Comments, sharing. 

Be personal.
Ask a question. 

Be useful. 
Use social plugins. 
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http://farm4.static.flickr.com/
3603/3387189144_955030cc27_m.jpg 

How often?

Daily?
Weekly?
Monthly?

It’s up to you but be 
consistent.  
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Interactive 
functionality – 

comments, 
sharing
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www.Blogs4Authors.com 

How much?  

$297

Hostgator

http://tinyurl.com/creativehost

FREE - Start with free and 
then migrate onto pro-platform 

URL - $10 per 
year

FREE software - most highly 
recommended 

$7 per month

http://bit.ly/a1X6E9
THESIS THEME
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* Search Engine Optimisation 
Google Keyword Research 
Blog optimisation 
* Great headlines 

* Twitter/ Facebook/ Social 

* Bookmarketing e.g. 
StumbleUpon 

* Incoming links - guest 
posting, people linking to you

ALL rely on good content. 
Or/ you can pay for it. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/horiavarlan/4747872021/
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* Sell your books from it/ 
link to your Amazon page 
etc 

* Sell other products and 
services/ speaking
(author-entrepreneur model) 

* Commissions / affiliate 
sales
(selling other people’s stuff) 

* Advertising (low income 
unless you have large traffic 
or very targeted audience)
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The internet compounds
over time

What do you 
want to 
grow?

(Better get started!)
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More Resources

http://www.copyblogger.com/

Advanced Blogging Tips with Blogging Teacher 
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/05/14/podcast-

advanced-blogging-tips-for-authors-with-blogging-teacher-
paul-cunningham/

Blogging Basics with Joel, the Blog Tech Guy 
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/11/25/podcast-joel-

williams-blogging-basics-for-writers/

Best blog to learn 
about blogging

http://alltop.com/
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• First 5 people to buy Blogging for 
Authors $39.99 get free email Blog 
review from me (now or later, it will 
keep) 
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/
blogging/ 

• 50% off Author Platform Review - 
Currently selling for US$197 - if you 
book in the next 24 hours = US$99. 
Email: joanna@TheCreativePenn

• http://www.thecreativepenn.com/
consulting/ 
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Slides can be downloaded:
www.TheCreativePenn.com/blogwebinar 

 www.TheCreativePenn.com 

http://MysteryThriller.tv/

http://joannapenn.com

Twitter: @thecreativepenn

Facebook.com/TheCreativePenn

YouTube/thecreativepenn

 Goodreads/JoannaPenn 

Shelfari/JoannaPenn
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