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What is 

Web 2.0 ?



http://www.flickr.com/photos/waldopepper/28232039/

It is not...

http://www.flickr.com/photos/waldopepper/28232039/


Relationships 

Collaboration 

User generated content  

Transparency 

Real people  

Dynamic – real time 

Shareable

Prosumers –

produce and 

consume 

Community 

Easy to use tools Interaction 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/garyhayes/3252395404/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/garyhayes/3252395404/


http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_most_influential_websites_in_the_world.

php

User Generated Content

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_most_influential_websites_in_the_world.php
http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/the_most_influential_websites_in_the_world.php


What is the 

Author Platform?



The author used to be a writer only...





What is an author 
platform?



6 Months

Writing, editing, 
proof-reading,  

repeat 
Layout, cover design,
Self-publishing 

Book Published

Distribution, Sales

Platform Building: Relationships, Fan base, Anticipation, Buzz

All of this 
compounds 

if done 
consistently 

over time

Continue for 
as long as 

you want to 
sell



The most important 

thing before you start 

online....





Decide on what the author brand is and build on that only. 

The internet works on niches. You can’t be all things and succeed. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/nickwheeleroz/2220008689/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/vaxzine/484091473/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vaxzine/484091473/


www.SethGodin.com

www.GapingVoid.com

Kevin Kelly   www.KK.org



http://www.flickr.com/photos/disowned/1158260369/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/disowned/1158260369/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthijs/490547675/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthijs/490547675/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/booleansplit/2445628211/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/booleansplit/2445628211/






The 3 things you must 

have to build your 

online platform



The 
Author 

2.0 
Model
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/kunel/167783571/


Free giveaway – something of 

value so you can build a 

database and stay in touch 

with these people



http://www.facebook.com/joanna.penn

http://twitter.com/thecreativepenn

http://friendfeed.com/joannapenn

http://www.youtube.com/thecreativepenn

http://www.flickr.com/people/38314728@N08/

http://www.facebook.com/joanna.penn
http://twitter.com/thecreativepenn
http://friendfeed.com/joannapenn
http://www.youtube.com/thecreativepenn
http://www.flickr.com/people/38314728@N08/


http://www.bookmarket.com/

“Book Marketing 
is all about 

creating 
relationships”

John Kremer

http://www.bookmarket.com/


Why blogging

works for marketing



• Easy to use, free (or cheap) tools to build a customised 

presence on the web. Basically, your internet hub for free! 

• Search engines love new content = blogging, NOT static 

pages. Your keywords drive who finds you. 

• People love new content = blogging as they keep coming 

back or subscribe = build relationship over time (people 

know you!) 

• Hub of your platform – recommended by publishers! 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/will-lion/2958508813/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/will-lion/2958508813/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/will-lion/2958508813/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/will-lion/2958508813/


• Connect with like-minded people. Have a platform to build 

relationships with peers, as well as your audience. Become part 

of the blogging world, opportunities expand exponentially as 

your blog grows

• Two way interaction and feedback with comments and 

responses to what you write from your fans / audience 

• Writing practice and even 

blog your book to gain 

audience prior to publication 

• Sell books from blog in 

sidebar (or other products), 

or link to Amazon page



Google yourself now! 

Do you control what 

you see here?

If you create a regular 

blog, you will. 

(Will publishers/ 

agents Google you?)



Multi-media 

Platform 

(audio and video)



• Video search is growing and you want to be 

found 

• Google voice recognition and auto-captioning

means search will soon be even better 

• Human connection sells books. Video gives 

non-verbal communication and connection 

• Drives traffic to your main site, or can be the 

basis of the site – like Gary Vaynerchuk

• Demographics may surprise you – not just 

teens. My YouTube viewers are aged 45-64 

• Authors/writers are shy and so you can stand 

out in the crowd 



http://www.youtube.com/thecreativepenn

Easy to use – iPod Nano, Flipcam, iPhone or 

Computer webcam. 

Ustream, YouTube – direct video cam

Be Authentic! 

http://www.youtube.com/thecreativepenn


http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/01/books/01podb.html

http://www.scottsigler.com/

http://jchutchins.net/

http://www.7thsonnovel.com/

http://www.podiobooks.com/

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-
should-podcast/

http://isbw.murlafferty.com/

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/01/books/01podb.html
http://www.scottsigler.com/
http://jchutchins.net/
http://www.7thsonnovel.com/
http://www.podiobooks.com/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-should-podcast/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-should-podcast/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-should-podcast/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-should-podcast/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/authors-should-podcast/
http://isbw.murlafferty.com/


http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

http://www.blubrry.com/

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.
woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=309426367

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://www.blubrry.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=309426367
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=309426367


Relationship Building with 
Authors, Bloggers, Marketers 
and others in your niche 

Relationship Building with 
your audience   

Incoming Links from other 
sites 

Viral effect of referrals/ 
word-of-mouth 

Learning and Fun!.



How to use your time 

most effectively 

online





What is the best 
use of your 

time? 

What do you 
enjoy? 



Choose

then 

Stick with it! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/hillarystein/27

51693052/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/hillarystein/2751693052/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hillarystein/2751693052/


Any questions?!

http://www.Author2Zero.com 

http://www.TheCreativePenn.com 

Joanna@TheCreativePenn.com

http://www.twitter.com/thecreative
penn
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Free Blueprint http://www.author2zero.com

Blogging Module http://www.TheCreativePenn.com/blogging

http://www.author2zero.com/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/blogging

