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Blogging for 
Authors
And Writers

1
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http://www.TheCreativePenn.com 
http://twitter.com/thecreativepenn
http://www.facebook.com/TheCreativePenn
http://www.youtube.com/user/thecreativepenn

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/pentecost/ FREE CHAPTERS
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What is a blog 
anyway? 

3



http://www.flickr.com/photos/sheeshoo/68563737/

“A blog is a 
website with 
special 
powers” 
Yaro Starak, 6 figure professional blogger 
Entrepreneur’s Journey.com 

“A blog is a 
loyalty 

generator” 
Chris Garrett, ChrisG.com, co-author of Problogger, the 

book. 
4

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sheeshoo/68563737/
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/protoflux/
2287499188/

Keep people 
coming back

KNOW
LIKE

TRUST
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/andypiper/341429556/

• Easy to use 
software and easy 
to change 

• Regular updates 
to content, which 
Google loves AND 
people love 

6

http://www.flickr.com/photos/andypiper/341429556/
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• Syndication via Feeds 
(RSS) so people can 
subscribe and you reach 
more people 

7



Interactive 
functionality – 

comments, 
sharing

8



Wordpress. No programming needed.  

9



www.Blogs4Authors.com 

Free or cheap 

Under $500 or DIY

Hostgator

Become a Blogger.com 

10

http://www.blogs4authors.com/
http://www.blogs4authors.com/
http://bit.ly/9fa3dD
http://bit.ly/9fa3dD
http://bit.ly/asvpMM
http://bit.ly/asvpMM
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Why do you 
need a blog?

11



http://simonandschuster.biz/author-resources/tips-for-promoting-your-books

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/
2010/02/22/publisher-simon-schuster-says-
authors-should-blog-and-social-network/
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http://cba-ramblings.blogspot.com/2009/06/dreaded-author-
platform.html
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Google yourself. 

Are you in control 
of what someone 
will see? 

An agent? A 
Publisher? 
A book buyer? 
A speaker’s 
bureau? 

14



Connection to 
other writers 
and bloggers

Bloggers are a 
powerful 

community

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/
3322/3423689554_2429ee0053_m.jpg 
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http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/
2007/08/06/how-does-a-bestseller-happen-
a-case-study-in-hitting-1-on-the-new-york-
times/

Watch Tim’s launch of “The 4 Hour Body” out Dec 14th, already #1 on Amazon
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http://farm5.static.flickr.com/4089/5020253586_9cf4dbb2ec_m.jpg 

Writing Practice
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http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3318/3528623354_fdc2136587_m.jpg 

Fun! 

Intrinsically 
rewarding

18
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http://farm3.static.flickr.com/
2221/2225273983_ae3aca97e3_m.jpg 

Status and credibility

19
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Gary Vaynerchuk’s 10 book deal with 
Harper Collins after his video blog, 
Wine Library TV took off

Blog “Stuff white people 
like” gets book deal

Julie & Julia, the book and the 
movie stem from “Julie & Julia: 
365 Days, 524 Recipes, 1 Tiny 
Apartment Kitchen” which came 
from Julia Powell’s blog  

20
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Types of 
blog posts

21



Know what you want to 
achieve. Know your 
target market. 

22



http://www.flickr.com/photos/
mikepd/2240579348/

• How To posts 
• List article 
• Opinion post 
• Video post 
• Podcast/ audio interview 
• Text based interview 
• Product or book review 
• Lessons learned post 
• Report on an event or 
seminar 
• Original writing e.g. Short 
story 
• Your own press releases and 
book promotion! 

23
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Consume. Produce 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/74/199749173_d1d21053a7_m.jpg 
25
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Engagement with 
audience. 

Comments, sharing. 

Be personal.
Ask a question. 

Be useful. 
Use social plugins. 

26



Link 
freely Share 

traffic

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/81/233853485_57b1d52763_m.jpg 

27
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Standing out 
in a crowded 

market

28



• Own your own blog. 
Get hosting Hostgator $8 
per month, unlimited 
domains 

• Use your personality. 
Connection with audience 
is key. Stand out.  

• Use images on every 
post please 

• Use multi-media. Text is 
totally saturated but audio 
and video are not 

http://w
w

w
.flickr.com

/photos/d-kav/4629934426/

29

http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=creativep
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• Video search is growing and you 
want to be found 

• Google voice recognition and auto-
captioning means search will soon 
be even better 

• Drives traffic to your main site, or 
can be the basis of the site – like 
Gary Vaynerchuk 

• Demographics may surprise you – 
not just teens. My YouTube viewers 
are aged 45-64 

30



Human 
connection 
through non 

verbal 
communication

 Authors/writers are shy and so you can 
stand out in the crowd. 

31



32

30 minute interview with an author 
becomes an audio podcast that 
goes out on iTunes and is embedded 
into the blog. 

PLUS/ a 10 min video on YouTube 
of the best edited sections. 

PLUS/ a text post on the blog with 
the audio and video embedded 

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/
2010/11/25/writing-blogging-
authenticity-justine-musk/

Combine 
multi-media 

posts 

32
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Ranked page 1 of google 
for thriller novel and no. 1 

for thriller novel video. 
CRAZY!

33



http://www.youtube.com/thecreativepenn

Easy to use – iPod Nano, FlipcamHD, iPhone or 
Computer webcam (or other video camera) 

Ustream, YouTube – direct video cam

Be Authentic! 

34
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http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/01/books/01podb.html

http://
www.scottsigler.com/

http://jchutchins.net/

http://www.7thsonnovel.com/

http://
www.podiobooks.com/

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/05/11/
authors-should-podcast/

http://
isbw.murlafferty.com/
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Subscribe in iTunes by clicking here. 

37

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=309426367
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Relationship Building 
with Authors, 
Bloggers, Marketers 
and others in your 
niche 

Relationship Building 
with your audience 
(they hear your voice)  

Incoming Links from 
other sites 

Viral effect of 
referrals/ word-of-
mouth 

Learning and Fun!
38



http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

Free software. Record or 
edit.  

Drag in the file and then 
edit 

Key buttons – select and 
scissors/Cut
Export as WAV / mp3

39

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
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How do you get 
traffic to your blog?

40



Centralised hub linked 
to by other sites

http://www.flickr.com/photos/paulwatson/4148536/
41
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http://www.TheCreativePenn.com/blueprint/
42
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http://www.thecreativepenn.com/guestposting/

Where do your 
audience hang 

out? 

GO THERE! 

43
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What is the best 
use of time and 

resources? 

What is fun and 
sustainable? 

44



• 35 – 49 biggest age group 
• Self-employed , entrepreneurs 
• Used on mobile devices
• 51% earn over $60k 

http://business.twitter.com/twitter101
Twitter 101 for Business

45

http://business.twitter.com/twitter101
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• Relationship 
building 

• Traffic (80/20)

• Information 

• Tweet the niche 

• Be useful 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stevegarfield/
3616155715/

http://www.thecreativepenn.com/
2010/04/06/social-networking-for-authors-
twitter-tips/ 
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How I manage Twitter 

47



Tips for Search Engine Optimisation

FREE Wordpress 
plugin (for self-
hosted blogs)

Blog within a niche and you will 
naturally use the keywords 
people are searching for. 
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http://
www.thecreativepen
n.com/2010/02/08/
book-launch-seth-
godin/

http://sethgodin.typepad.com/seths_blog/2010/01/the-20-
media-tour.html

• Target the bloggers in your niche and 
tangential for new readers

• Write appropriate and original guest 
posts

• Organise and establish relationships 
in advance 
• Go multi-modal 
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Choose
then 

Stick with it! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/hillarystein/
2751693052/
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Making money 
from your blog

51
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“Writing books is a terrible 
revenue model for authors”

Tim Ferriss, author of “The Four Hour Work Week” 

http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/2010/08/23/seth-godin-and-print-publishing/ 
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Freemium 
model

56



Sell on Online Bookstores: 
Print and Ebook

http://www.TheCreativePenn.com/publishing/
57
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Selling Books on your own site 

http://www.e-junkie.com/

$5 per month. 
Unlimited. 

% fee but very small. 
Sell in all currencies.
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Finally...
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http://farm3.static.flickr.com/
2650/4209445566_07d13006d4_m.jpg 

It takes 
time to 
grow
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