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Welcome to the January Ezine edition for  

Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ 0ÅÎÎȱȦ  
 

Your monthly dose of information and inspiration  on Writing, Publishing options, Sales and  
Promotion... for your book. Please do email me joanna@TheCreativePenn.com with  suggestions for 
any topics you would like me to cover in this ezineɂor on the blog itself.  

Wow! The Creative Penn 
is one of the Top 30  
Bloggers to Watch in 
2010 by Problogger.  

Brilliant!  

Make 2010 the year you write your book as time is running 
out!  
 
Check out this scary DeathClockɂit tells you how many seconds you have to live. For a 
health related gimmick, it is a powerful reminder that we only have so much time to 
achieve our goals on this earth.  
 
Do you dream of being a published author? Do you want to hold your book in your 
hands? Do you want to see your name on the NY Times bestseller list?  
What are your goals and dreams for 2010?  
 
Check out my Goals for The Creative Penn here, and some more 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ 
Resolutions here.  
 
If you want to write your first book, listen to this free audio interview with me about 
how I got started and how you can too.  

Outlining Your Novel: Why and How  
 

This year I am writing a novel and sharing my journey with you.  Since 
stalling on NaNoWriMo, I have embraced outlining.  
 
Outlining is basically the process of setting out the main events of your 
book and working out the plot from beginning to end. It can be a rough 1 
pager on how it all works, or a series of post-it notes put into an order for 
writing. It can also be a comprehensive meta-document that you refer to 
throughout your book and keeps you to the point. It is basically planning 
your novel before you write.  

Read the rest of the article here.  
Image Credit: Flickr CC Jazz Masterson  

Even if you havenôt seen the brilliantly creative movie, Avatar, you will have 
seen the marketing for it!  
 

In a guest post this month, Chung Nguyen-Le, tells us how to Market 
Your Book Like a Movie .  He uses the example of short stories as 

a trailer for the full length book, as well as book trailers using examples from 
popular culture.  
Check out the post here, and do let me know if you want to write a guest 
post for the blog.  

http://www.problogger.net/archives/2010/01/07/30-bloggers-to-watch-in-2010/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2010/01/07/30-bloggers-to-watch-in-2010/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2010/01/07/30-bloggers-to-watch-in-2010/
http://www.deathclock.com/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/06/my-2010-goals-for-the-creative-penn-and-my-writing/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/01/top-5-new-years-resolutions-writers-2010/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/01/top-5-new-years-resolutions-writers-2010/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/12/28/how-to-write-your-first-book/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/12/28/how-to-write-your-first-book/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/25/outlining-novel/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jazzmasterson/2738229/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/03/market-your-book-like-a-movie/


Podcasts: (not many this month as I was on hols!). Remember that podcasts are just audio 

files distributed on the internet. You can listen online or download to a PC or player. You can 
also Subscribe on iTunes here.  
 
¶ How to Write Your First Book   with Joanna Penn 

 
¶ Self-Publishing: Your Questions Answered with April Hamilton  
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Click here for an  
Interview with Joanna 

Penn on Blogging 
Teacher.com.  

Includes tips for new 
bloggers.  

Big news in the Ebook World!  
 

Amazon announces big changes to the Kindle platform.  
¶ Publishers/authors can now get 70% revenue 

 
¶ International publishers/authors can now publish on 

the Kindle (yes, that means you!)  
 

¶ You can publish in multiple languages and in non-
DRM format  

Mainstream authors are seeing this as an opportunity. Stephen Covey, self help au-
thor of ñ7 Habits of Highly Successful Peopleò has gone direct to Amazon with his 
ebook publication.   
 
Also, Apple have released the  iPad with iBooks in association with major publishers .  
 
Click here for the full article on the latest Ebook updates.  

5 Reasons Authors Need to Embrace Technology 
 

The updates in the ebook world and the explosion of social networking (which has 
almost overtaken Search Engine Traffic)  mean that authors need to embrace technol-
ogyðeven before they have a book published.  
 
Reason 1: People are online. Those people could buy your book.   
 
Even if you donôt like consuming ebooks or on mobile devices,  
millions of other people do and more join the fun every day. You want to reach them 
so you need to be online or at least have your information  
available to be found. If you are engaging on social network sites, providing informa-
tion on your blog or producing your work in podcast audio format, you are more 
likely to get readers of your work than if you just wait for a publisher to find you, or 
bookstores to stock your book.  
 

4 more Reasons at the full length post here.  

Other Popular Posts this month:  
 
¶ Does Alcohol Help or Hurt Your Writing?  Caused a heap of discussion on Twit-

ter which is added to the bottom of the post.  
 

¶ Tips on Writing Thrillers ðLessons learned from James Rollins 

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=309426367
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2009/12/28/how-to-write-your-first-book/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/21/podcast-self-publishing-your-questions-answered-with-indie-author-april-hamilton/
http://www.bloggingteacher.com/blogger-interview-joanna-penn-of-the-creative-penn
http://www.bloggingteacher.com/blogger-interview-joanna-penn-of-the-creative-penn
http://www.bloggingteacher.com/blogger-interview-joanna-penn-of-the-creative-penn
http://www.bloggingteacher.com/blogger-interview-joanna-penn-of-the-creative-penn
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9142323/Amazon_wins_exclusive_deal_for_Stephen_Covey_e_books
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9142323/Amazon_wins_exclusive_deal_for_Stephen_Covey_e_books
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/29/international-ebooks-an-update/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/09/5-reasons-writers-need-to-embrace-technology/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/27/alcohol-and-writing/
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/2010/01/19/writing-thrillers-james-rollins/


Follow me on Twitter @thecreativepenn     Connect with me on Facebook at the FanPage: The Creative Penn  

Until next month then! All the best in your writing ɂand please do 
contact me with any suggestions!  
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BRISBANE: March 21 
How to Write, Publish, Sell and Promote Your Own Book.  
 
1 day seminar introducing you to all these topics aimed at giving you the tools you 
need to get started towards your dream of being an author.  
 
BRISBANE, Australia 
Sunday 21 March, 10amɂ5pm at Brisbane Central Library.  
 
More information and booking details here. 
 
ȰHow lovely to learn the easy way by being able to take advantage of someone elseôs 

real world experiences and being shown the pitfalls to avoid. This has been very illumi-
nating, motivating time -saving and also really enjoyable. Canôt wait to start!ò 

Alison Wilson   

BALI, Oct 1-6 2010 
7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÉÎ 5ÂÕÄ  
 

Learn how to write, publish and promote your book over 4 days 
of teaching and 5 nights at the gorgeous KumaraSakti resort in 
5ÂÕÄȟ "ÁÌÉ ×ÈÅÒÅ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ 'ÉÌÂÅÒÔ ×ÒÏÔÅ Ȱ%ÁÔȟ 0ÒÁÙȟ ,ÏÖÅȱȢ   
 

Click here for all the details.  
Limited to 20 people, booking available now. 

 
The teaching will be intense, practical and hands on and you will 

Bali Temple by SouvikðFlickr CC  

Plus networking with other writers and the time and space you need to 
move towards your writing goals.  
 
I am really excited to be teaching at this retreat.  
 
"ÁÌÉ ÉÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ 5ÂÕÄ 7ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ 
Participants get a discount so stay and join the festival afterwards, or 
head to the beach for Bali relaxation!  
I hope you can join us! Click here to read more and Book Now.  
 
Please do email me if you have any questions:  
joanna@TheCreativePenn.com  

I really enjoy public speaking! I am always learning but I love to share so 
I am expanding my speaking sessions in 2010. If you need a speaker, please do let me 
know. Click here for Testimonials.   
 
Here are 2 events this year you might be interested in.  

Rice paddy by Axel: Flickr CC  

http://www.twitter.com/thecreativepenn
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Penn/51702332514?ref=ts
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/seminar/
http://www.oneworldretreats.com/ubud_bali_yoga_retreat_robin_Joanna.php
http://www.flickr.com/photos/souvikb/3760728783/
http://www.oneworldretreats.com/ubud_bali_yoga_retreat_robin_Joanna.php
http://www.thecreativepenn.com/testimonials/

